TRIAS QIRLHOOD

I wae bore on the wrong wide of the river as well as the wroeng
side of the tracks. The year was 150S and the place O21 Clay Street,
East ¥aco, Texas. East Yaco was the wrong side of the river bdeosusa
it was be lower side and therefors first received the overflow which
asoonpenied the fortunstaly infrequent fleods along the Brasos. Turing
the lony dry seasony ene aftan soudd ersss the guarter wils of sand
islanvis which formad the river bed without getting his feet wet, Lf
he wore sufficiently adept at Kliva-on-thu-ice techniqus. On cur side
wosh of ths poorer inhehitents ldwved. Ears alse were the cotdon com-
prossss, he yutlread shops, the elaughter pans, and the oounty Poor Yarm.

Not much of ebvious imagisstion 3istinguished the zeneral
of Fast “2co lives. Anong these who Al dreans drsaas of sogsthiog better
and who translsted dresve into action wears my Zather and mother -
always Papa gnd Yama to me. Then Fapa wam bat nine years cld, his father,
an itinerant Sernar baker, had drunk 3 glass of culd water coe alspling
summey afterncan, lain down to rest, and ded, s we children were teld,
bedauss the Zca water feoze the asrvow around als hesrt. ¥e were nover
¢lear es to the exact nature of the anatomical area lnvolved, but 4t
was a long tias before I could drink s glase of foe water ans then lie
down without stagivings as to the osrtalnty of sy subsequent arising.
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m—h-ummmmmamnmnwmdmbm.
Bayman and Walter, During his three yssrs of sshooling Papa's toachere
mmsmusuartmuthmmummuwtam
nmn-ummmmmumramwmzmmum-
1stis alternative. mmmqw.mmw,mnmtm
age, vwas final. mmuaummmmtmmm
homs. mw:mmmmmmmmmmwm
mmw,mmmmnwmm.uwnm
and bargogas the soven fatharless Strickers. Despite her Garsan heritage
MMMﬁrn%mmammmmahw
intimiduts even Herman, who, in his late tesns, aight bave entartained
notisns of assuning the dictatorship himeelf. Shw prepared the food,
and $014 them sl that 4f they didntt 1ike 1% thay could lay thelir heads
colit, This, Paps was sfven difgusted enough to do, Of soures there was
mﬂmmwmurmmwmurmmmm,m,
besides, Oposmmtter oould netthur vesd, write, nor speak Englteh. It
mmtmn,mn.mtmwup-mmmunm
mmmmmmmmuammm.

mmmm,mtu,mmmm-,mu
Wm,m,atmmcnu&mermnndmmmmﬂ
ning doliars por week, mavrisd Mama, That was his luaky doy. Mams
worked sven hardsy than he 414, md found her greatost Joy fo helping as
well as in pleasing him. Ruofe Mocve was just plain Amsyicsn with no
mmeunummammuw.vmummmmmm
ecouldn't have fitted the Gevman pattarn of dosustiefity more perfectly.
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_ %ama, for sll her ssventeen years, was no stranger to sdversity
hersslf. She too had mtased osrefres childhood. Yesrs before she was buwmn
ber father had returnsd boms to Alabaas frem four years of fighting for
ths Seath to find his wife desd and his shildren scattered—he loag knew
not where. A lssting Snjury, suffered when his abdomsn was pherced by his
seddle horn during & cavaley charge, sdded to his wous. But he gathsred up
the pleces of his broken hears and bealth, and with & charssteristic masouline
owﬂytwmmrraﬁodoﬂhrmmuhawm.

Soon be had added to Mis adventored two more ohildren and 5 divepus.

Undannted oither by age, 111 Realth, or Yy pravious matrimonial
umm,mmwwm:mumnmqam
snsoftondd by fexinine sompaodomsbdp, William Hoore went in asareh of
& third wife. It wamn’t leng Defors he me$ and sarried Grendus, o ohildiass
umaw:mommtmcmturmammmm
orphaced brothers and efaters. Qeandps and Orendms both wanted & son to
card for thom fu thelr deslining yeurs (wosn deslined lees reluwotantly
thu),mwmummmammmmwm.m
osxliont recolleativse were vlouded by conscicusness of their dissppointment
i hor identity with the weaker sex.

But what she lasked in asscultiue beawn shs msde up in fexinine
bravery snd & willing, unselfish spivit. She did & hired girl's and & bired
mﬁcwmwnm-rmmounnmmuwmmtmay
ocoupled as she grow up, Nost of thess were 1ittls more than edearings,
and in at lsast cne of the lag houses thay called home, the ground, kept
olesn by frequent sweepinge, served for flsering, Ay twelve Mana was prousd
of her ability to A% one hundred pound sacke of feed, Her reward fer this



.l

attempt 4o save her fathor was a permanently injured back which broughl
har agony through the Jears. A% ons time a hired zan was explayed
but Wefoxe lang be wan taking pok luck with the fawily, whome sele
ingoms for a sonsiderabls tise was provided by the sale of milk and
bhtter from one genarsus cow,

Orandpa was jJust plaino worn cud, and work as they a1l 4id,
&t best enly encugh to make ends oset was ever soraped togetber,
Vhen lsua was sbout ten the family want to live with Grandmats younger
brother in Palsstine, Texas. Thie 4idn't prove to be the promissd
Jand sither, To nake the avrengemsn$z dasiness liks, Jrandas was @0
do the onaking for the combined femiliws, which sumbeyed sooe slaven
Jonsee and Neores. Things bowpiad aleng dhe inevitably rough read
untdl Mumn, with & chiidts lack af dicorviion, caussd » conflagration
whieh consummd the slight store of amenities left.

One &y as Nams was sutting the table, hor eldest sourdin came
in and tyied to tell her how it should bs done, Yhareupon:

Runia: Xou go out of harve. X seh tahles befare you wers o,
Cousin (reporting %o Auntie)s Runie teld me to get oud of

the dining soms, that she had set tables before I was
born, Did sta?

Auntde { blazing at this affpent to her offepring): Well,
of al) the nervel Bthsl, if yvu speak o Runie sgain,
311 st your Sengus out.
Sometime later Runisvis et step-granduother Jones', and when the
mbject of the recent altarcation arase, Runde forgoed temporarily that
in the pressuce of her elders & ohild should be seen bat not heard.
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!nfmtmmumtuhmmt&mmmmm
shw imew she wamn't going to cut Ethel's tongue oub.

Some sdult tongus Yepuated the sosusatien %o Auntie, She wrath-
mwmmtm.ummmm. Grandus, preforring
Juﬁuhmw,mummﬁh,mdmmm*im
onte aAgain on the move.

Thres pasd & priss for the lesson Newa learmed, but she leaynsd it
triply wall. tm.mommum”rimw
mﬂﬂmhuﬁﬁmmﬁu,'!mm;ﬂ,mthm
won't vepeat what I wy.*

mmmmmmamm,mmmum
whon 4t way couvenieutly meay, which wamn't ofsenm. Alihough sde waAd
uﬁawnmmmmmmﬁmhm
harpslf to aspieting at home, she estimates she bad astuslly atiended scbool
the squivalant of thres years. Her eduoaiicy wns ned supplemented extensively
ntm.fu%hhmtﬂﬂ%wﬁm#tmm
mmfaltm&hqﬂuuhwwhirnwm.

hile the Mooven ware living o East Wese, sdjscent to the sdaughter
m,m.mmusm.maum. No trvusssan bading
mumm-mm“mw,maanu
tolephone opsrator in Wuso. In five months shs ecarnsd one hundred dol-
uaﬂmmmmmrwum,mtwumumu
mm,nmmmnmuurmmm. tooludiag eheets and
othsy houselold necessities— il of which weuld indicate that she was
mcwmnuwmmm-mamwwmm
pay vauk, An that L8 just what she 814,
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In & year or 8o along cams 1ittls Walter. & larger incuss was
needed, and thars was & nove to & tiny countyy town not far from Faoo,
Hare the sixty dsliar a month Job that Papa had been promized was found
40 have shrusk $o & thirty dollar cnw, BKven in those days that was hardly
sxiatence for thres. 8¢, Faps went to work for his uncle in Calvert, but
he ccmtinued $0 waryy about his bealth and So predict his untimely eod.
Listle Yalter wun evidently ispresced Yy Pupats *bluss,™ for when asked
anat doss Tapa say?®, he wouid prop his 14%%3a head wn hie hind and sigh,
"I do sure fesl bad,®

Safore 1ittls Yalter was three, his tiny life wan snoffed out
hy diphtheria. Thers was no sntitexic in Calvert, ner any infallible
sedienl dtagnostician, 50, after thres weeks of “sore throat and toasil-
11314, as he lay in Hana's arms ove esrly morning just defore dawm, death
Sook hin frem ber,

Dotk So the "otiy® cans the stricken parembs. Fepe gob a Job
in Mailandsrts Cabinet Feotory, and at nights he end Mama shapt et the
Catton Farchouse wherw Fupe acted as night watehsan betwesn vaps. Then,
in 3903, Hemry Jupdor arrived to keep Msma st home sights as well as days.
Twnty-twe xenthe Inter I joined the oivole. Thare wai at least one uynusval
circunstance attending my birth — X was delivured by & women physiolan,
and {n 1905 not sany Texas Labies had that distimetion.

The hioane into which Dy, Oates usbeved me was & little frase
struotuve sonaisting of bedroom, dining room, and kitohen. To quote
Hama, It was & very nice 1ittle house, and was puinted on the outsids,®
the snside walls were plain shiplap withoas bensfid of paper. There were



-T‘

ne modern comvenienoes, the water supply besng drawn from a well which

Mama helped Papa dig. When I was Dat three days old this 1tstle shell

of a house westhered a freak stors whish frightensd even Mama, perhape

becavse ehe was atill & bit under par in her capaoity to stand up and

meet the {esun, Paps started out to rwsous the baby ohickes, But soon

decided to turn bagk 0 ressus us in Ceso we were blown away. The stem
lasted only a fow minutss but was so terrific fo intansity that 1t blew
ths rain through the walls of tha house,

To sugmnt an increasingly insdequate inocoms, Papa and Mama
dacided to add noctburnal farwing to their already over-crowded scheduls.
They rented & souple of acyes in what was parsdoxisally known a» *Dyy
FPond" ~ an ares at the odge of the vailvoud shops, whioh ware in tum
st the sdge of Wase. Naxa worked a)) day at Ahe houss sud barm, caring
for us, & cow, & horse, and chickens, She made all our slothes exoept
& fow items in Papa's wardrobs. She evan made his shivts, of both day
and night variety. Urandms, now widowed, wap 3iving with us, aod al-
though she had rheumatims and got around with difficulty, she helped
in the house. In the svaning when Fapa returned fyom & hard doy b the
=111, teggfijer he uhd Newn worked far fnto the night sebtdsg eut handred
of cabbage and tomato plants by lantarn light. Thay hed 1% ad) figured
out. Dry Food was to be thwiy bonanss. Sooshow Mema found time to oulsi-
vate the young plants Yy day. On such occastons she would frequently
place ms, & toddler of loas than two, in em apple crets and drag o»
along the rows an e uprooted saots and grass snd sarefully loosensd
ths soil around the tender plants.

One day 63 1 sat in my wheelloss shardiot, Mama noticad that I
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ashxhiss wasn't feeling well, and thet my hesd was drawn down to my
right shouldar. She tried to Mt oy heesd, but the musoles relased

to relax. The doctor wee ohlled, sedicine sdministered, wié then the
adnisgion made that medieine couldn't cure we sincs the diseise was

infantils paralysis, so polic was then ocalled, The ¥. D, sdvised Mama
to take me to an ostaopath in West Waso. and evesy other day excopt

Sonday for four sonths Mems hitehed wp the horse and buggy amd drove

a8 the lemg distange scross the riber to the ostecpath, These Sreats
ments, for shiich the physiotan, s1s¢ & women) charged only ten doliars
mm,manummmtmew,mmsm-m
mummnwm-nuﬁh!umtktmﬂr
the affidokion. 4nd that is Juek, for had the parslysis strwk in &
1ish, the results sight have beon dissetironsly different.

The Dry Pend bonamas sarmsd sut &0 b6 wores than unprofitadle,
MWWM&WWW-MWtWWHMW-
mmwﬂuMﬂm&mMﬂlm&MMhm
ground, So wa Dwved besk to Clay Street. The 1ittls houss wap furided
arcund and asether reom added, making a grand total of four. Bventesl-
zyummmmmumnmmmamxm“m-mmm-
ing. 7Then ke papsred the room. This dasoreting was fintshed gust three
wesks Before the fire.

On & cold, windy Januazy 1} of =y third year, somotine belore
midnight, Haxa wae swalkensd by 2ittls Henry's ordes from the dining reom
where he and Pupa were slesping. Swelling sscke, she rushed to the
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nmutmumwmuthﬁmnmmtﬁhymm
Plodad Larosens lamp. fhe roused ithe rest of the housshold. Thes,
:nnorm:manaummnntm;mummtmmm
eh1l wind, she ran across the strest and swakensd s neighbors,
umﬁmmhrtummﬂugﬂhnwmmmu,mwm
mmMupuathmmeMnnmthMpMu
when we undressed for bed. MmumM;hOmtaﬂm
88 many an possible of our possessisns. After & falling wall had ke
barely mtosed Pupa, salvage work had $c stop. The firefighters were
there, but no water, SMMmmmwmmd&bntnm
mm&amntzmammmm:ummmm.

Conserning tais Weoroughf exsaution, wy firss, and I believe
Wy 1ast,hright saying £# recorded. Some bime after the disasier, wy
mu-mmmmmuummm.mm
mmnummnaammmmmehhbm
houss had durned uy. m:'nm,ﬂthamuimmr&m
mmmm««rmummmmnum,x
piped, "Ridntt burn wp. Burned dews.®

mmmxumamwtmmwmmm
or.mamumammnmw-m. fhe case flow
open and the wind comploted the 3ebofmtm1ngmmmtu,ﬁm
dressas % diapers, in all direetions, Later Mama want oolleoting aud
ummmimormmuummmmmumj
whon«amtmmiﬂnamlruﬂﬂokm&n&amwmmd
At paternsl Grandmats,
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xtmmurnzhrmn-nwm-mmhw‘mmu
our own, for scon another house similer to the onw consumed wae perched
over the latteria seareely cold sahes,

Ry first recollscted {with help) ccofiiot with axistence asme
at age four whan I was permasently separated fros ths end of my left
thund, This ocourred while paternel Unwle Walter, Aunt Leurs, and
cousia Nonte were with us for one of their indefinite stays - indefi-
nite ss Uncle Walter's prospests for getting and keoping & job. The
thros of thex were sosd 9ix weeks Shat round, eix wesks during which
our four rooms were £iiled to bureting with five sdults and four cafldren,
MMMMWWM,MMhM
was acoemplisied in relaye and under cover of daviness %o provide the
frredunible stnlma of privagy. Thers was no unpleassniasss or 113
feeling, hewvver. You sowldn't help liking Uncle Walter for sll his
fzprovident ways of living. And Hame siways scmoentrated on the Yikshla
Qualities in people,

Que day, after sating our £i11 of "sa'men® saled st the nvon -
day mesl, we three older ahildren left our eldsrs to their Yoitering
ever the ooffee cups (Tnels Walter was known to Bave imdibed fourtoen
cupe in & wingle day), and went outeide to play. Our house was buils
in typiosl Texas-then frame style, perched an cedar loge; and the en-
glosed spice undernsath sarved as mimﬁm oellar, attic, ixmplssent
tloset, and rainy-day playhouse. Here reposed that intriguing machine
the lawm nswer, whieh, én patn of corperal pumtshasnk consequances, the
boys had been fordidden to eperate. Hub Cousin Mente, who was the older,
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and Henry Agnored thess admonltions and procesdsd o Legin the dargs
ordsr of mowing the gruss which grew batwesn the wehioculer center of
the road and ocur fense, I ¢ouldn't yesist lending o hand, and I
undertooie S0 push the woodun roller as the boys Sugged at the handle.
Around came the blades and caught ny upsuspsoting thuab. I esroamed,
ws sll soreamed, and Maxa aaxe running, expesting to find as impaled
on ths ploket fants. Instesd she found the end of my left thwed hang-
ing prevarionsly from the rest of me by a dit of mangled flesh.

Yhan the 2ootor came he sewed back the partially sevared
part and shook his head st thie pessibilily of ay ever deing whole
again. Some days later he returned and found his fears confirsed.
The mangled flesh had fallen sway fros the softaned stunpy of bone,
and he snipped off this part as susily as one might a fioger nail.

I yolled with gusto aut of all proportion to the pain infliot-
od, and n¥ laments brought bady Brother EBagens, aged two, to the doer,
He gave Uw dodtor ons 4irty look snd retised. In a few noxents he
returned, bosring s stick from the woodpile, %This e potnted at the
dostor. Cams the report in Dady tyebdle, "Bangl ... Nowi®., Then,
turning on his Siny heels, he stalked amay, confidant he hud slain
the dreedful ogre who was hwriing his “sitter®,

Gene and I mabohed wite &b arguing an long as hw lived, but
we dafended sachother againet all comers with scmsthing of the sume
spirit with which he came to my resous on that semorable moraing of
our shiléieod. I was his interoessor when Papa became too intolerant
of his nen~oonformity, snd he gy advocate when I was in the patersal
doghouse for similar yeasans.
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When I was five death brought us asross to the right side of the
river to Mwe. Fragile Aunt Allie hed arossed the long visible bar, and
Kama's Unele Stephen and cousin M. C. nesded sommens to keep houss for thesm.
So, we moved te Pell's Hill. Unsle Stephen's houss was hugh —five reoms,
hall, and latticed Dask poreh, which served as bedroom by night and dining
roor by day. Therewas running eold water but no bathroon, There wes a
large oistern in which, after having washed the roof, the rain water was
eaught snd hoarded and from whith 1% was sparingly drewn t0 provide drink-
ing water, Tain water and rice podding being Unele Stephen's favorite
tavle delieasien.

Unsle Stephsn was gentle, dignified, and we a1l loved hin. EHe
worked on the editarial staff of the daily newspaper, and that was & aye-
terious and faseinating occupation. To ms ba was the persmificstion of
afflusnce, beth mentally and materially. BSoon after we destcended Wpen his
quiet sstablishumnt he besams cur danker-broker. He cet aside a pookes in
his ceat for sash of the thres of us children and staked us to a nickel
aplece, which was to rustle for us during the day. Rach aight se he came
up the walk, three sager investors yan ¢o meet him and to feel in their
respeative poskats $o sev if their olckels had rustled any thet day.
Sometines thay had and scwetines they hadn't.

Aoross the stroet from Uncle ftaphen's was the Bellts Rill elemen-
tary school. There, ab sge siz, my formal educadion began, evidentally
inanspietenely, for I have not ths slightest resollection of thet histerical
fivst doy.,

Papa wap doing sarpenter work now, building heuses. But he was not
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flourishing finsncially. Scon after my =tard in school, Uncle Herman
suateeded in pursuading hin that indoor work was acre lusrative and
cherries more Iuoious in Arlington, whers he himnelf lived, and he
painiad a glowing ploture of the inevitadble rise in our fortunes should
Papa go into business for himself. 5o, Fapa went, and we witl him,

¥e oculd nuves undaratand why Arlington was at a1l, unloss,
being nidway bDetwesn Dallas and Fs. Worth, it grew out of the indecision
of home ssokers canght betwesn the rival slluxws of ths two citdes.
Its lassituds, charsateristie of the mantal yrooesses shich wight acceunt
for its existence, caused Arlington to De call, rightly, & "desd towmn®.
Pupa found thie ous are long, for the candy, fruit, sad cigar buriness
4idn't dusx as per our travelling salesman Unels's prediotions, Xven
with the sdded invens vontributed by & herelc ocow and two aares of
frutts and vegetabls {eared for mostly by Mama) sad & paper route
hendled by Papa in the sarly dmm bafore the store opuned, the tide of
Stricker fortunss continuad to ebbd percepbibly.

I ad & fow days of soheoling in Arliogton Bafere the sathor-
ities den disoovered that I was nit yet seven; and in 1ien of the ye-
quired tuition I took an extended vacation from the thres r's. But
althengh Arlington sppooached the gacusus inm 8o far as sy mental growth
wap concerned, it was in this same Ariington at age seven that I put off
the Jjoyous epdrit of carvfves and unsolfeonseicus ohildhood. It was there
that I confyronted the noral universe, weightd it enotionally, and found
it wanting in Sustice, mevey, and that quintessence of human understonding
which begets tenderness and compassion.
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It happened that my aentribution toward the support of the
fanily was the job of esrrying a boskes of milk such day to a meighbor
who live & quarter mils up the swndy road in the direstion of Ft. Torth.
It was sort of fun lelterivg sloug barefoot, feeling the tiakly sand
gently slipping betwesn sy tows, and swinging the busket dangercusly high
for the safe repose of ite contends. Basides, whan I deposited my warss
at the lampe's frunt dour, 1 was sure of an unbusinessiike weloenms, whish
might reach dimsnsices lovolviag coclifer gr sume olber wweed. Witk the
Seyousnesy of ohilcheod my heart respondsd withoul ressyvasion to thetr
naighborly manifestation of coafidence snd goodwill.

Just outside the Laape side fsnse an snorwous sunflowsy grew,
and its robust besuty fawsinated ms. Sinoe it wum outside the Lazpe yard,
and 4n vo one elwets, it was o we & wildflowwr. The faut that it wan fer
Iarger han any of the other aunflowers that grew in rictous soufusion
over the fields didn't mean snything to me as Lur o» beredity and environment
wore oconcarned. To me it wae sn smjuisite sucidents in the dirsotion of
perfention,

S0, ona day, while the Lanpoes weve adeiring the sswe thing of
bsauty fioe & window and, unsespeated by we, contesmplating its value in
tares of ohicken foud, I bruke off the blossom and etarted heme, happy in
the more intimate possession of this sourss of Juy. I didn't get far.
Eoon I wae bawildered by eries of repreach, by charges of ingratitude, end
indiZfarence to the regurd of othars, I promptly lovsed a clondharss of
tears, dropped the already wilting cause of it all, and yan for boms. Nawn
was thare. Lhe would inmow I was neflbsy an ingrale nor a thief. And she
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would snderstand the deeper hurt - that of being labeled as suoch by people

who had trusted me and of whou I was so very fond.
m

Fall found us bask in Waso, "flat broke®. For the few duys it
toak to fiad & houss te rent, we stayed at Saternal Aunt Lemdietn, and at
alight our eounins and we slept dorsitory fashicon on pallete. This was 1912,
the your Papa begun worklng for Mr. Stratton as cabinet man in the furnie-
tare store.

The houss we rented was samething cut of the ordinary, for,
slthough it posssesed ne sonvaniences wxsept ranning water, it bousted
an attic ia which one could stand erest and to whioh ane eculd refrest
whan the world was too mush with him. Thie place was othurwise peacrable
for 1te proximtty to the baskyurd beginniags of what late- decans a fleur-
ishing potato ohip factory. The ssxll cuthouse which saltered the cooking
vate waz $0 olose that wo reseived the full beneffit of tantalising chip
arous, t.mmmm.mummmm,ﬁmu
rexsaber if any morssl of the finiehed product aver passsd our lips. Ferhaps
it did sinoe I wondered then Af cooking potato chips wasnts & mors plessant
sgcupation for sns's Papa than refintshing furnitwre.

I had bhogun school egain ab Bell's Hil), but &n January of 1513
we moved across town to North Waco and Tennesssa Streest. This pud us in
the Brook Avenus school ward. Sesshow I way placed in gesond grade, snd
at Brook Avenus ay education progressad without remembared svent until March
of 191 whan the cosbined ravages of smsllpo vecsination and pessles left
2e S0 dedilitated %o resish the davelopaent of ay third end nearly fatal
round of pnetmenis. I lay far weeks growing slowly worse, whils the dootor
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1“1%&1!0&“&0“1139%. But dama cbesrved se teo con-
stantly to be convinced, Mthu,nmtwm,mﬂ
mumw,mmm-mmumpmm. When X began
h!hﬁmo:mauum. the dsotor was hurriedly called,
e tapped my side (a procedure followsd earlier ss procaution), and
mummmm-ﬁmw.tmnumum. He
mmr»m::w,wwmm,mwammm
inﬁmh,mmwmmmdmﬁmdcummh
mu&amnrmmmmm”mmmmasvta
1local, nwxmuummmmmmmmyw
MN&,I&&'&M,M”WIWMM%M-
Mmmmmmwmmtmmmwuawmuu
ousier to beltsve in atracles. Tubss were inserted, snd for the first

Mthmxmptmwmm.

xmmrummmmmmwmmwm
s long. MIuthhWMMMitmhlmh
walk again, IW*&MM,NWMIM&“%MH%
favor \he affitobed side, Fer cospsnsation & large bottls filled with
undmmm,udmxmtﬂ'mh, the botéle went teo,
suspended fram oy right band, Ny straight very durk bair fell cut down
ummzmmmmmmm. Soon & near blaok
mmmwmmnmmmuuunmw
for ny afflietion by natured ourls. Wit dwrt Ny recovery brought joy
1o the dooter too. E?mt&mhmufwwmm,hmmm
his chost and patted hizmself on the back.
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By the time my sonvalesosnce was at an end, sshool was out
and I had zissed nesrly s whols sswester. Raxt fell, howsver, I was
allowed to go on to the fourth grede. The ki Vescher was xy first
ahildish erush, but a worlhy cma, as time attested. Sho 1tked ze 100,
for ohe lot me a3t at her desk end yead *Ihe Mouss Ple® to the olass.
'(rmhm,munmmhmm,mmmu-mm
msmnmﬂnmmtmmwmummmmg

Ose day that LA olass gave Miss Lulu a flower shower, pro-
nmmmmmmmumwumm.
hmnﬁudumivfuu,!mmottmm'uum
the portable portien of the shewer all the way sovoss town to Miss Lulu's
home in Soath ¥aso, and that during schoo) hours. There was he leng ride
&n the strask oars, the srrival at ay geddess’ hame, the rap un the &oor,
ecstatio antioipation. Then, o pleassns fuved sister with biscuit dough
on ber hands opened tho door and yeselived us.

At the end of this yeuar cue of wy clussustes, who was also &
friondly rival for sshelastic hemers, wend o swsmer sshool, and by &
mmn:nrm:m.ammmmmmm
& ssorching six weeks sessiom. I wanted to go to0, dut that was cut of the g
tusation, for suswer sohool meant tuities. 7his girl's father wes business
mnnger of the sily school board, andd I heard umsonfirmed dut believabis
rusors that he received ull of £ifty dollars per week «—-riches indeed

conpared to Pupats eighteen.

By disappoluteant was witter. But X was canforted apd oy
injured ogo sovthed by Nama's apathetic undaystunding and drave exanple,
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She wept with me but not in desperetion or despair. MNams
always managed t0 keep her gase Pixed on epiritual values not guotoble
in gold. I don't rexscber ever hearing her gumplain ahout the msagernsss of
our aterinl sxistence or the mever snding toil this state of affuirs
brough to her. For while Mama had besn & dosr-witheut from the avedle,
she zever allowed the rwsultant deprivations te harden her into aynioiem
or woltsn har inte self-pity.

At tan, of eourse, I didn's wasts too mush tSme monrning ovar
my fats, or over the lont classmote who yemained the year abosd of me
throughout pullie schoel and gontimusd her exvellsnt work without obvious
bandiosp %ros that streaalined pessage through grade five.

I was nover unduly conesrssd over fashion, nor 4id I lose suoh
$ioe languishing ever the inability of Pepats salary to previde me with
outfite for every cscasicn. Bat I 4o remesher one aderwd paly of shoes.
To fidn two pair of shees at the sune tins —one for svery day sand one for
Sunday — was up t0 this time an sxparisnce usknom %o x2 sy brothers and
mo,. Thanks ¢5 a homs adeinistered shine, our school shbes at least looked
diffavent on thely dress-up day. Bigh top lased Josads shoes vwre the
choupestls 0, we wore ihsa. Button shoes were the almost exclusive poss-
epaion of the plutecrscy. Bwb, perbape in coledration of my close call em
starnity, I was mads the proud pessessor of & pair of button shoes with
petent leather lowers,sat kid wppers, and, to meke thex sbsolutely perfedd,
spring (no) hesls. I had thess Drauties for Sunday wour alems st first -
wtil wy school shees wore out, Then, moh to ny delight, I was allowed to
woar the newsr onas every where I want.



S
waqatmmmWnaﬁmmmm, for
ab the same time T was vequired to wear s 1itls straw hat, not bad in teslf,
but even then one gouldntt wear & five antt dime stere hat with pride evan if
&id oost a whole dollgar, Thare was somsthing wnentiensble aboyt this cir-
stmstancs and my vanity was offended.

m,m,mzmmmuum,nmum
the bare nedeasities, And A2 Nams badn' Besn such a wisard st managing,
mummmummmmum. Bhe made pants for the
mm-rmnm.mtu,ummunammnm
fintshed with thes, She made shirts for the boys and &l of owr clothes,
mum,mﬂmumﬂmwuwnmmw
of 148 former ssrvics in oonveying flour from mill to kitchen.

But we Dever went $0 sabod) dirty or untidy bessuse Nana had a
passion for oleanlinesa, It must have besn congenitally asquived, for as
ta&iﬁﬂnmm&u&qwﬁrmmmsnnﬁhhrmrnma
allecver oblutions than ware {sesed recessary or cenvenieat for the fron-
sier acooutvesente of her ehildhood. Theve wan no bathtud wmept the tank
Mm*tﬁmﬂﬁtumwwamwmtmwm
mwmmmmu:mm.w.mommm,;m
mwumuumwmmumnnMsmmumm.mm
aud, laumemwmwmm&wmummﬁsm
mtmm:wm,mnmwummtmmumm
dertiest person alive or the oleanset.

Fevertheless, ridichls was endweed and convisticn strangihensd,
rormmmmtmmhmﬁmumi. scrubbing o
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Bathing the weshtuh way isn't se bed at that, particularly for the ooe
fortunate encugh to bs £irst {n the suds. Through these yoars dama spent

the most of two days exch wesk cut dovrs at the wasblubs with cur clothes,
shesty, towelw, ets.. A cerresponding amount of tima weant for ironing.
Sopetines I was dosn to two dresses, but she didn't lower her siandards for that,

Naxt door to us during scwe of thees years lived & quist elderly
wonan and hay kittenish widdle aged daughter, whoss standards of tidyoees
were none toe exesplury in nore ways dhen ons. Both dipped sueff, and;being
tos lasy to szpectorats the feul scoreticns in & reoeptacle which sight
uitimstely have to b enpliod snd maybe clemned, thay utilised a ret Mole
in their bask poreh floor; snd, with asuasen born of parsistent praotise, X
nit the small spot most of the time with amasing s0curacy.

The faot thay bad beth baen diverced awed me inte silent wondar-
asnt ovar thelir posaidls past. The danghtar had two children, than grown,
an the result of her f£iret msrrisge, but they Iived with their father shy,
1% was sare than hinted, had bewn & ervel husband. The currsnt, very mild
M“:mww ey Jundor, but ehe galled him “Daddy" and deceived
him for yesrs as she carried on sn affeir with & married neighber, who was
weloonsd at the frond door A3 scon as "Daddy® was kisssd goodhye at ths baok.

Wo wore sure this lady had suen better daya, for she had & plano
and goudd even play it. Often & visit by her daytime parameur wan izmedistely
precseded by her singing in tearful and torrible voice momething to the effect
Shat  "Up threugh the beautdful gates of gold/ My Memats waiting there...®
She said sorrowtully that this song mude ber think of her own babty girl who
had besn a0 croelly Mept fyom her. I almest wept with hay and found Rsaven
wmmmmwtuumum.
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At that time we children Hdu't inow what ali younger ohildren
todey find eut ere %01d about the facks of 1ife. An atnce thls te
wthruluﬁh@mkiﬁaumhu,uampmm-
m&nbmu,ml’tuanw,mm. ¥s enjoyed her gen-
sality and her comversstion which, slthough not exastly ordinary, was
dectidedly not subversive. dams allowed w2 to go nexs doer, and implanted
mm&%ttucwm,tummmmwnfm”
tmmmm,mmmmmmmmm;m. Nor was her
sissionary ardor daspensd either by the admonitions of her respectadbls
frisnds flor by Papats ssepidioise.
llumnmturuntomuthm.i.hﬂﬂwm
mmm.,m.dwmmwumnmmm.mum
out te her that sooe day sumecne would tell Nr. B, Mrs. B laughed good-
hmﬂ;ntlm'amﬁﬂuhtmaﬂlmuauhw%
ver in iniquity. He sant baok hts yeply, which she aenveyed without its
origiual malise, Stuithutﬁuﬂi&kwhrmm,mamm
mmm,mwmmmonmnmﬂamm
¥ams waw not hopelessly discesraged by this vebuff, but befers
long the affeir culstunated as she had pradistad. THe hushand way told.
Mumaﬂalmtqmml,awam, and Be loft, as did the
strandsd ladies shortly after. Sometime later Kaos received s letter
mmtmm.n.mmﬂpummmu,wmmm
mtﬁaM;tthmlmutb&m:uthum. noe more
- Mama took hears. htmmmunwmﬁmforlutm,
mtmlmahaummtmmm«thnmmmm
& san over his faithlens wife's affections.
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As esprly as I can remsabar there was Sunday Sshool. I always
loved it, and to have to miss Sunday School was a cslemity precipitated
oply bty sarious Lliness. I studied my lesscns, and, undsr the reaponiible
{nstruction of teachers who also studied theirs, I reviewsd my vest store
of heme-1sarned woral precepts snd scquired a knowledge of the Bible in
exshangs for whioh I would take nothing learnsd sines from other books.
Then no doubts srese ae to the literal tmith of the Biblical scwount of
sosntc bejinnings or wubsequently related events. If God hinself was not
the one end chly penman, s guided the hands of those who did writs. Mence
the Xord was infallible. Logically, then, our denominmation (ssllad Christian
mnmmma)mimmmmuzmmu.mmmamm
and bosstad "ihere the Bidlo apesks, we speak; and where ihe vidls As silmnt,
we ars silent® was the oue sure gulde to cormect interpretaticn und tharefore
salvation. I don't recall wendering about the ultimste destination of
soas of uy friends of other persuasicn, I supposy that reason sven then
Mduthvhtdém“ﬁmmm«am“nulmﬂmmmma
rather thus fumersed.

We didn't praotice infand baptisa. It had nc Biblical autherity,
and, besidss, belief, which pregeded baptisa in ths general complasion as
delivered by Jesus to his dleciples, was imcoupatidle with infancy. Children
wors asqualnted with Christ’s procapts and exaeples, end, where there was o
ecoperation betwesn Sunday Bshool and homs, alacst invariably “sgsepted Chriett
when they reachod the fage of assountability®,
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And 8o, on the ammmmmmqmmmm
I joiued His church. Although teking this final) sbep followed logieally,
1t was to 28 no mors formality, Lut rather, for xy age at laask, & SUprensly
sericus moment, both smoticnally aud epirdtuslly. It wae the custem in owr
ohurch to axtand the invitatien with trus apostolio seal at the conclusion
of eash sunday ssrvics, A4u invitation lynmn was eung to further sove the
hearts of those who, slbough "elumost pursvaded®, still hesitated to Tnake
the good cenfession,” *Just aal Az” was the hyan on that mescrshle Easter
moyning, and to this day its strains kindle within me tiny bud unmistakeble
fiashes of that sarly scotional fervor which accoxpanied epiritusl surrender
to an ideal.

And just as Christ ascording to scripture ® went down into the ¥
watar® and "caze up out of the water®, go 4id we in our baptiss. All the
mamucrmammumuwu ain, this fZioui atep in the
renunaiation of the way of ovil and dedication to the idesl of M,mﬁ
e dooply, snd I arcas fram thie purial with Christ® with resscbersd smoticns
of exaltation. To =y mind this experiencs justifies the ipsonvaniance of
ismsrsion as conparad with other fores of baptios more cemmonly practiced.



w2lj
Vi
It was while X wus 4z $-B that I aluost conmitted ameder. Por

aspembly sur room was prefenting & dramatisation of the irial scens from
¥illizs Tell, and I was cast as the hero hinself. I nade oy own bow
fron a brooswsed, a species which grows abundantly in Texes whersver ground
is not cultivated. 4 well nourished droomwed is & tres in ministure; end
in the lats autumn, when pertislly destagated, its trunk is very resilient
and as emgallent for Yows s ite spreading branches ars for sweeping the dirt
flowr in enst's outdoor playbouss.

Puring the practise sessions in our reox I proved to be a desd
shot on at lesst one ccsasien, for I nicked the apple my "sen® supporbed
ok hor trusting hand. But, before the dubious ayss of the sntire schosl,
I misesd the applets core as 5y arvow sailed sway in the direction of
Heaven «-8 humilistion %o me but s godewnd S0 my "son®, whe, in the ¥itters
ing confusion, still remsnbered to bed her head enough to unssat the apple.
I don't kmow why I wae allowed to attenpt & bull's eys, for even & homs made
arrow sight hurt Lf 1t hit the spot with the proper inclination,

Under the inspiration of the thouraughly unisspiring and insfloot-
wil 5-4 tescher, wy sunpressed desires in the divection of misbehavior found
expression, and T reoeived sy firet and enly O (B) 1qaopermnt. So pathetic
& figare 4id this teacher eut when she undartook to estadlish order that
frequantly I as well an other fellow offenders falt soryy for her and muds
sugelic rescluticns whioh the devil in us repestedly vepudisted. Oddly
onough, it wis during ene of those mamente of contydtion that I receivwd ny
first ssd dast tasie of schoel sdinisbered oorpersl punishment. It happened
at the beginning of the drawing period when, a» ucusl, the chaos wis worse
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than aversgey I was handing oub drawing paper, when it wasn't being sustched
fros me in 411 dirwctiens. The situstion becams so disgraceful thas the
Soacher desided ahe had to do scmething to justify her pressnce. Unfortu-
nately for ue, I wae within arms length of her at the moment she made this
balated decision, and she meds an exanple of me with as vigorous a chaking
as one aight axpect frox so tinid a socul.

dut what this laying-mm-of-hands lagked in physical viger it wade
up in sental crusity. I was doubly wounded —by the pubido humdlistien and
by ber failure %o see that I was, somentarily, tryiog to be good, My ous-
tomary flood of tears deseended. Sonered by sight of them, and stumned by
this teasher's surprising seseriion of supremsey, the room quieted down,
But oot s0 the turmoil within me. It wum & waws suring duy, and tssrs and
perepiration mingled indtsorinately on zy bowed hust so closely olustered
with theas post-precmonta curls. Hrenoss, whe ogoupied the seat in fremt
of am, wa5 s¢ uoved by my atesry thet she played truant from the art lessos
with me, and while I ecbbed in deep despair and magnified the injustice af
existense, she compastionstely pushed baek $he ourls and stroked uy moist
forhead. There were st east Wwo of us sgainst the warld, and we would have
no wore of 46 that school day,

As 1 gathered my belengings preparatory to going home that after-
neoen, the sad faced tsadher asked me to stay for 4 moment. When all the
others had gena, e tovk mo oo her lap, big, slmost oleven year ol that
I way, snd we had & good ory together. Aftsr that I becaus sedf-appointed lesder
of the glve~her-a break scoiety, and the year cams to a futrly peaceful
vonclusion, 1F not in & wave of suttal sdsivetion st least in & student wave
of rededication to the Biblical injunotion , "Fimally, Brethref,..ccveessence
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««esA thers o any virtus, it there be any praine, think on these thinge,"

Six 3 broyght Mies Urase Stons, who in a quist oanuer ruled as
rigidiy as hor nawe implied, ae straight as she carried her dDustle-orownsd
bask, a& squarely as abe held bar competent shoulders. That was the day
when shirt walot and ekirt were the voluntury pedagogical uniform ~-
u&mmmumnmmﬂrmunmmmmmmu
sotton shirt walats with high naok and long sleeves. Thus was Mias Orace
ocnsistantly attired, Her wesk and, oxoept for ons briaf wement, flsbbhy
spirited pwdscasscr carscterietically sbeided corasts, end der waletline
was as indefinite and elusive as was har professional dignity. ites Oroge
Muumwmm.mmmm,mammm
high, Her ayee (I've forgetten the seler--blus, I think) flashed with
& lsennasy yefleoting the satisfeaticn she found in her work, ind even
that aodest bustle as it follewed ber about the roon was eloquent with
sgarpise. Her fingers werw sob leng or Sapering, but 1 jemssber how izmn-
sulately groomed thay always wave, Jo musk 80 ¥hat the chalk dast from tha

black board sewmed a desserstion. dshing bLer dprvical sPors deor of sbern ang
dutifol deteraination another portal of softer substance flashed open with
warry twinkles 4o those who kpew thu ccaplination.

Thus, 1t was satgral that Miae :Grace had seiled indalgently
&% oy brother Hemry Jdunior's lusty singing of “The ¥atoh on the Bhiine®
which, aléng with other proclamations of syspathy for Gersany at AY,
saused him to ds dubbed *the little Xsisgr.® Shan Germany want to wor
in 3534 1t was quits nedural that Americans of German parents, particu-
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1arly thoss whe were not profound studemts of history, should be pro-
Berman 4n $helr synpathieés. Paps vas 6o eseeplion. I was only alme at the
time, but with whut fesble comvictions I oould muster on world affaire,

I supported Pspa. But “emyy was eleven, ana then as alwaye Papa, his idsas
&nd Lloyulties, farnad & gospel whish hie nssesako sxirsced with wnquestioned
dovotdon. I disn't rebed ab being called 51ittle Kaiserdn®, slthough I
donty remenher thot any delustens of regal) grandeur dlaturded my youthful
fangy, Thas, far three years Henry went orasading for the Zaloerts cause,
and slmest svepgone thought the whole business very funwy --until 1917.

in dJaxaary of that year I gradosted to grammwr scheol whare
Hanry had prescded ms by & year. Than she United States vpanly snliraced
the cause of the Allios and we ware in the patrictic doghouse, That we
should have bees oonsentreated thare Yy the shiléren sus understandable.
But that ssme adults so lost their dignity and sanes of proportion as 0
Fhoop to parasoution was & schmantary on the daptha to which passion,
nasquereding as nmmlm)m descund. Papa was 3 Lettar Amorican then
these enild-whippimpwpost enthustasts, Although be did not understend
811 the forses that leod Ameries to go Lo the aid of the Allies, he was
an Awerican first, even whon Americs was Dighting againat “"the old countey.®
I took zy eus from him and 4id sy bit with es such enthusisss and undere
standing of what it was all adout as nmy clasemates could smater,

Byt Hamyy didn'd get the puint as quickly. He was called a
traitor shen ha 4ldn't even kuow the mesning of the word, I bwldeve
thet any kind of radial persesution is despiaable, end I have long sinse
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forgiven the 1ittls leering-faced Jewish classmate who lost no oppor-
tunity to hisas %dirty Hun® when I was within earshot of him,

Papa was logiwally blamed for Honry's inatdlity to change his
allegiance overnight, and, slong with other Oerman Americans, was kept
under suresillance, The bigh sthool prinoipal was put threngh the third
degree of suspicicn, &8 were two pembers of the high school fasully.
Ons of these, the physios teacher, was acouded of sending wireless
sausages to Osrsauy by way of Mexico ovnr the high soheol wiveless,

e tribute to his scientific akill, te say the least. He was keph in
& sonosntration samp fer the remaindsr of the war snd was never allowed
to return to the high sabool,

In thie stasephere of war and suspioion I entared high sehoul
in September, 1518, Small wender it wes Wit Arycistise day had even
grester aignificanse for us than &t 1ikely bad for many nop-eombatante,

Ons very vivid iseident of ny gremmar sohool days precipitated
Rrs inte another dsbsuch of wounded feolinge, I blamed the war for this
too. In onr sshiesd's elimiuation for stats dsolematicn oontent honars,
T wap Judged beat for my rendition of Lowell's poxceful posm "The Dandelion,.®
Citywids olimination progregasd untid enly two of us were left frem pro-
Mgh school asutestants 40 deslain fer the hongr of repressnting Weeo
against Auatin. ¥or the steenth tiaw I put wvarything I had inte extol~
ling the virtues of tue lowly dandelicn, But the suhiect was untimely,
and my honeradls oppoosnd was given the dsoisdon for her vendering of
8 war-inspired jingle entilled "other Does Her BILY ~for the Esd Cress,
I think =« this in spite of the ruie whioh wimsly forbade the use of any



-29-

subject related to the war.. I was crushed and wept my usual coplous
tears.

This was not the end of the matter, howsver, as far ag the
others were concerned, Some unhysterical person pointed out the vicla-
tion of rules by the Judges, and it dawnad on them that Austin might
claim the vietory by default if our winner did her bit about "Mother's Hit®,
But, out of consideration for this poor child's feelinga (mine didn't matter)
a conaideration influsnced somewhat (or so I thought) by their sclicitude
for the feelinga of thig ohild's prominent olubwoman mother ( my work-at-
homs mother didn't watter), the judges deoided not to disguelify my »
victorious oppomsnt. Instead, they asked ther to learn an eligidble
selsotion in time for the finale with Austin that very night. This waa
sxpecting too much of any ten year old. Thus, when her big moment cans,
remory foreoch her, and, having been untraiped in pootic improvisatdion,
ghe and the honor of dear old Wace went down to inglorious defeat, I
blush now a5 I reeall my lack of mourning over the cuteome.
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Meanwhile, Papa was working his way up in the Burniture busineas.

He had graduated from shopman to shipping olerk. As shipping olerk he got
things done because, as a large sign over his desk proclaimed, "SISTEM®
was his watchword. The boss noticed the sigh, commendsd Papa, then suggested
that he learn to spell his motto correotly., Papa was a bit orastfallen ever
this reminder of his lack of Marning, but he carried on without burning sny
midnight oil, and was soon helping out "om the floor" when lunch hour left
1t undermanned. So successful was he at selling that befere long ha was
promoted to fulltime salesman on the stupendous salary of $22.50 per week.

Shortly thereafter the boss sold the business to a rival concern
with the understanding that Papa wos to be retained. And he was. From
1915 to 1918 Papa s0ld quantities of furniture, ae much as $60,000 worth
in & eingle year. But his salary never got beyond $30 por week and there
ware commigeions. Consequently the Striokers went on no gprees,

Aroung 1915 we moved next door into a larger houss - five rooms,
& latticed porch, and a partitioned-off-the-kitchen bathroem which boasted
@ solitary tin tub, This tud had once been painted white, but whan we
made its intimate sequaintance it was s mottled shade of momething or an-
other, snd the psint had aged into such corrugatad wrinkles as to be a
positive menace to the human epidermis., At least there ®as no danger of
#slipping upon entrance ar exit,

Sometime later was added a now bathroom poesessing a handy fixture
especially convenient in cold, wet westher. Now our bath water no longer
ran out into the backyard, creating a hazard to flying feet. This new room
was hung over the one outside window of my tiny cubi¢le, which served asg



-31-

plesping space for me. Hence I had about as muoh privacy as the people
who happensd to be cn the other side of the window. This public bath was
entered by a door opening off the latticed poreh, e¢n which, in pummer,
Papa, Mama, and the boys slept. Thus, cnly in summer 4id we have a
living room withour nooturnal occupants, Grandma held forth in the ons
respectable bedroom, and I shared her centripetally minded feather bed
vhen there wore ovarnight guests.

Bat we found compensaticn for the inadequacies of the house in
the extensiveness of thae yard, which qoumodatod a garden and orchard,
a4 aow, chickens, and, for a tima, even pigs. All of those Mama cared For
in her spare time without muoh help from us children, I'm ashamed to
admit, She even allowed me to add a series of dogs to the barnyard menage.
The faet that she teo loved dogs sads the welcams gwaliting their somstimes
uannounced arrivals more spontansous than they might have been,

Dogs were my especial delight. But I ssemsd to be bad luok to
them. Soms observers facetiously suggested that I bathed them to death,
But I wanted to cuddle them and encouraged them to share my bed with me.
In our house, therefore, bathed thay had to be. I suppose I shed more
tears over parting with my dogs than over amy other griefs or dteappoint-
ments that came to me during those early years,

The first one, given to me for my vary own, waé a young bird dog
that I named Bessie~—]I've forgotten why. 1 still remexber the day she
didn't answer my cell to breakfast. And I can stdll see the pleading look
in her bewildered eyes as she lay in the front yard unable to move or ory
out for the agony she wap suffering as the aftermath of having saten



ground glase soms fiend had made available, though not intentionally for
her as far as we knsw, Quickly Papa secured a merciful fifle, and I ran
away 9o that I could not see or hesr. later, amidst sobs and tears, I dug
a little grave for Beawie in the backyard and covered her lovingly.

I grieved mo for Bessie that 1t wes a long tims before I could
connsider allowing ancther dog to take her place, But when scmeone offered
the bays a littls white bristie-haired mongrel puppy, I said yes. Thus
began the cherished career of Booh McWutt, neaed for a ecmis-strip character
whose celebrated cerebral cavity was almost as empty as Boob's. But Boob
wae adired no less for being dvmb. He needsd mo only the more., Knowing
nothing of Boob's heredity, we oould not foresee what environment would
do for him, It did rather well, for he grew into a hugh dear of a dog
for al)l his moronic X.§. But gluttony was his undoing. He was acoused of
sating our chickens., I defended him, demanding proof. Proof he brought
to the backdoor one day and was convioted, Nextday, when I returned from

sohool, I called out a2 usual *Baobl Boobt ( prenounced Bée-ood), But
no Boed came, Mama was gentle as she explainsd that Papa and Henry had
taken Booh away before I got home to save me the sadness of farewslls.

I 4idn't fully sppreclate thie consideration, in fact, wept the louder fer
having been deceived as well as dsprived of my playmate,

Next there was tiny, emaclated Marmsduke Ethelbert, who needed
something genereus in the way of a name to offset his very obvious defi-
ciencies. Ho never wae well, and before we had time to becoms weoll ao-
quainted he died of stomach trouble.

Then came Scraps, af black and white, mangy, fifty-seven varieties
mongrel whonm the boys rescued frem drowning by his former owner and brought
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to me for hospitalization. After Seraps had & olesn bath he didnit
1cok 5o bad, and I took him to my heart in apite of his background.
Zventually, he went the way of Bood MoNutt, but this tize I was tescted
89 an adult on the oconelon of his departure.

As partisl oompenmation for this series of lonses, Cricket, s
Mcouu,whwﬁutwmof!tm&un.mwiddtw
B, mm;mxmummmmumunmﬂmm
predecessers by & long ok, Then, ons day, in his joyous rompings, he
came to0 nedr an subomebile wheel. I think Mams mourned his loss o5 auch
as 1.

Scmstine during the war we added & eat (Heory's prefersnse)
twmm;mmmtmummuﬂwmn
named his Substitute, I've forgotten what besame of him, OF sourse
he toc had his Daths.

Ghum, another near-collle was Crickat's sucosssar in my affes-
tions. I guarded Idm agatnst attack from ssousing ontalders oaly to
heve him conteact distemper, snd, despite the uwnprecedantsd services of
& veterinarioan, go ths way of Bessie.

Pennltizataly there was Jaakie Coogan, whose saresr with us was
uuﬁmgutmmomnwmrmmmm. Jackie
Coogan, for sil his besrish propertions, was as gentls as & dove with us,
mueummmuﬂurmmuaunurmm,mw
man, and the grocerymn. Yhen we were usable to train Hackis Coogan nod
to bits, or, what wsa as bad, frighten thase visitors cat of thely wile,
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"o reluctantly gave him to some people inf the country, He merved them
nobly as a watch dog even to the extreme of pursuing over a fence one of
the family who, in strange attire, eought entrance after dari.
Last of the 1ine was Dynamite, whose name speaks for itself.

He was a diminuative fox terrier of irremistible appeal; and begause his
i sdemeanors were somgwhat commsnsumate with his sise we forgave him in-
definitely. Fapa even tolerated his educated taste far newspapers, 8o,
Dynarite stayed to tell me goodbye,

Vil

Having no sisters to make a lady of me, I was always a tombay,
It took dogs, not dolle, to arouse my maternal instinots, and dogs acted
as animated models cn the few occasions I wae moved to interest in dell
dresses. I made the most gireminded kites in the neighborhced, and was
consequently warked overtime during the windy March days. Of all the games
I liked baseball best and preferred hard ball to its scit substitutas, which
oould be canght bare-handed. Until I was sixteen, and had bogun to grow
8elf conéclous when sliding in hows was im;:ated, I played with the baye,
and they (at least some of them) admitted I was the better man. Ny temper
somatimes got the better of me. On these cocasicms my brothers usually got she
worst of it, for If I eculdn't wrestle them into submission, or throw them
flat, I resorted to shin kigking, rightly resented by them as an attack eon-
siderably below the belt,

For adventure we went crawfishing, to the County Poor *arm, and
to our Aunt Annie's at Llane. The fishing was done in the cresk which
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flowed through nearby Happy Hollow during the rainy seasons but which was
dried up into mudholes most of the time. One of these latter, the bottom
of which we mever sew but quickly felt, algo gerved as a swimming hole,
although ite dimensions pade it impowssible for us to geb more than five
feet from shore., We couldn't swin, anyway. An overhanging tree spread
cooling branches in the torrid Tezas sumser, and under thees we oplached
as happily a9 if the turgid pool had been orystal olear and its ighospi~

mmmmeeﬂmmdmmimemuenoamt
geventy-five crawfish ueing salt park fer bait. We brought the eatch
home, 1 prepared the infinestimable edible portions for cooking, and we
fried them over & fire in the neighbor's yard, In the interest of conser-
vetion I started to the houee with the scalding fat that remained, Before
T had gons far I stumbled, fo11, and spilled the 1iquid fire over my bare
ghin, with decidedly dsmpening effect on my appetdite. But crawfish on cold
biscuit s good. So are potatoss underfried indigestAbly outside.

We always felt rather cheated that we had no pelatives to invite
as for & vacation on & resl farm. But we derived what consolaticn We
could from cocasional days st the Poor Tarm where Mama's half brother-
in-luw was oversesr. A few table crops were p-mhvthecompetantm-
mates, slthough for the most part “farm® was & pisnomer. Even as a ohild
T gouldn't help being depressed by the helplesenoss and despair written
on the faces of these dereliote of soclety) and I was haunted for days
after & vielt by the mental image of & big lunatic Negro who, though Te—
putedly harmless, filled me with olawmy fear.
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There were a few thrilling expeditions to the "mountains® around
L¥ano where Aunt Annie lived with Uncle Adolf and four cousins—all boys.
Vie climbed the overgrown hill called Town Peak with as mwch enthuaiasm
for the fascinating unknown aps has moved more mature mountain climbers
from time Sumawarsits immegporial.

The only time I ever went camping I had to sleep in & truck with
& narrow board understudying my spins. And even though I caught a sisable
catdish in my bathing euit (a feat I defy any modern to perform), I voted
against further camping exoursions unless we oould carry along at least
same of the oomforts of home.

I an not sure that Grandma seoompanied ue on this trip. But if
she did I know that she enjoyed it. Urandma was a wonder despite several
disabling physical afflictions with which she lived for many ysars, Ong
of these ailments direetly influenced the expansive rotundity of her un=-
restraingd middle —all stemach to our anatomicaliy untutored wminds. 3he
found irrepressidle joy in living, snd laughed long and often with euch
gusto that hor “stomach'shook without sclemnity, much to our delight,
Though seventy=-five and mostly sedentary, Grandma had the appetite of an
adolescent bay. How she enjoyed foodl And why not? She 2till had all
her cwn teeth, and a handsome set they were although no dentdst had ever
had & oloseup of them.

Grandma's chief souree of joy was her family of brothers and
8 sister. When we were very young we used to wonder why she and freat
Aunt Busie always cried when theﬁnet after being separated for even & short
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while, Orandma and these boothers and this sister she had mothered
formed in their later gears the mucleus of the Jones family reunion.

How they adored eachother and reveled in bitgg togebbes-Mary (Grandma),
Stephen, Cyrus, Andrew, Henry, and Suste. The several half-brothers and
sistors wore also welcomed, as were, of course all the ehildren, grand-
children, and in-lgws. They loved 1o sing and enjoyed most the songe
of ths Scered Harp, First, the notes of the traditional Do-Re-lif and
Pa-g0lela tunes were named and sung. Then the words,

Out f£ive room house was headquarters for one year's reunion,
@ sourse wo couldn?t sleep them all, but though parcelled out to other
relatives at night, the whole crowd ate, sang, and enjoyed eachother
at our house during the days of the gustomary week., When Grandms died,
at seventy-seven, the joyous cirecle was broken, and it seemed to be
mderstood thers would be no mere Jones family reunions.

One midoight in 1921 I was atartled awake by ories of distress.
I called Mama and Papa and we rushed to Orandma's room, Bub ahe was
already only partially eonscicus., Afier seveniy-seven years, her merry
heart had just stopped beating, She couldn*t have known for long thet
the time for her departure hal come. And that was well, She loved life
but not for the meterisl blessings it had bestowed on her., The only
tangibls legacy she left m= was, rather sppropriately, a plano. She had
made what seemed at the time an even trade when she deeded Untle Henry
a lot in South Housten for the charred remains of a piano, the interior
of which he had rehabilitated. Papa remade and refinishod the exterior.
It was something ¢of a disappointment te the eyw, but its tone made ans
forget that,
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It was on this instrument that I learned to play. Mama had never
had a lesson in hey life, but she dug out for hereelf the notes of
“Sweet Bye and Bye® with variations and "Angel's Twilight Serenade”, When
I was twelve, L had my first lessan, My teacher was a kind soul, but she
allowed me to direat the procedure too mush for my goed. I didn't wambto
be hothered with counting; 80 I didn't count, either to myself or aloud,
T disliked exsrcises, a fact my faulty fingering attests to this day.
But I lsarned considergble for all the practicing I didn't do. And while
1 never could get hip metion into "The Graveyard Blues", I put emotiom
into "Il Trovatore?. Thet suited my tasts for funereal music better, awyway.

With high school, studies, and bBasketball practice left me 1ittle
time for the plano. It was very hard fof Mama to extract money for musie
lessons at best. Thus,I had to make a choice. Basketball won the dscision
and the year of lessons caws to an end, lsaving me & fair performer but
st4ill & stranger to the more clapsic Composers.

For yax three years I found inereasing joy in cointless heurs of
playing basketvall, and my enthusiasz for the sport was ndt diminished
by the faot that I spent sbout half my time en the floow wnder the heels
of taller and gtrenger girls than I, and was scarcely ever free of brulsed
kmees and bulging digits. Rivalries for a place ¢n the team were keen,
but personsl feuds ladylike, for the most part. Howaver, one tall young
Amason wag on everyone's dlacklist (except mine) bacause she aparently
enrolled sveryone (gxespt me) on her omn blacklist. I got aleng with all
the girls for the simple reason that I wanted to badly enough. One day
in fast play this unpopular athlete descended on me with a1l her weight,
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which was considerable. Thers were whisporings {(ahe was known to Be a
knocker~down and dragger-ont for all her weaker sex) that ahe had do-
1liberately hurt me. 7This agcusation almost started a riot, which was
averted only by expressed belief in her imnocsence,

The trips we took, the games we played and nsually won, were
thrilling adventures. During my senior year, just as I had finally
attained the positien of first substitute for the varsity® and was
lodking forward to aceompanying the team to Munday, where we were to
play for the state championehip, I down with my fourth round of
pneumenia. Dissppointment was desp. Bub I got to go aftar all, for
when the coach too contracted the digeasg, the trip was postpaned.

We all adored the coach. We 4idn‘t think of him as a man,
or &2 & bachelor, but as ouwr true friend end counsellor. It was no
wonder, then, that sooner or later almest if not all the basketball
girls took chemlstry, which he taught. I was no exception. And thie
friend more than any other person was responsible for the erystallisation
of my early ambition $o go to ccllege.

The first chase for bobbed hair struck when I was fifleen.
My curls had long since retreated in favor of more manageable braids,
but short hair geemed an oven furthar aimplication, or so I argued ad
howe, Papa was disgusted at the unladylike idea, but one day after obtaining
llaﬁa'a eongont., I seoured the barbering servicesa of a follow basXetball
player and, in the girl's basement at high school, just bafore praotice
I had my thick, dark dresses bobbed without style or formality, When I
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nonchalantly, self-conseiously strolled onto the playground, the coach
exprégsed his immediate epinion fak of the transformation with a quiet
"I am gurprised at pos." I gurvived his disapproval and that of Papa,
however, and in tims they were both reconciled,

Bub not by the remotest stretch of imagination could I have been
called & "flapper," I am afbaid that even through high scheol I took
myself rather serionsly and sxwomsit disdained more ssornfully than I
do now such aids to allure as rough, lipstick, and unnaturally arched
eyebrows. This was perhaps ons reason why boys never bothered me. I
don't pemember ever having heaved even one sigh over that faot, Ny
masculine classmates seemed such infants, and although I get along with
them perfedtly, I had no need for their sompany after sohool, inasmuch as
1 didn't dance snd basketball cccupded all ay spare moments. Besidas,
i 1 had definitely decided as & very young child that twenty-eight was
the idesl age for a woman to marry and that her husband Sheuld be at least
ten yaurs older than she. Su, balieving there was plenty of tims for all
that later, I left nature uncorrected, carried wy own booke, and spent
ay evenings at home.

w
1 don't remenber who or what inspired n’ to eleot the classiocal
gourse in high school. And even less understandable in the Light of my
entecedents mas uy early scquired determinaticn to go to college, speoifi-
cally to Harvard or Tale, which institutions were merely romantic names to
me then. It waf later that I learned to mgsraat disappointment that
ladies, particularly undergraduate ones, were not welcomed within thbse
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English ms always my favorite subject, end I had my first and
last fling at ghost : iting in 8 -B. Misgivings about the moral reotitude
of such an ocoupation i:sot.hered ms even though it were undertaken on a
strictly amateur gnei\a ;wd at the urgent and tearful request of a friend,
When ny thems bearing ny hame rated only a B whereas my theme credited to
my classmate mpived an A, I decided that ghost writing was wrong in more
ways than one. | i

) , AN

iy ?—B English 'sltéachég:\ made David Copperfield live again,
and his carem' ordtieian o:'? our themes, written in red ink with all the
deaiskvenesns éuggest.ed | 4 his lantern jaws and flashing black qyes, were
nodele of mmuen not appxoaehed by many of his successors. There
was o tea.,ilér who knew his subject and who imparted inspiratics as well
a8 informat:mn. I met this instructor again in 10 A, good fortuns that
nRy accmﬂnt for the fact that Iina stirred by Emerson's Essays while
nost oi} oy classmates conu:ldore& then very dull indeed, Although I was
one o;')lthe few who liked this tefdchar porsonally, it was a sad day for the
T"‘nglis& dspartment when he gave uﬁ\ the Job of inspiring youth for that of
1~m1ng; nis pockets, ‘\

The 9 -4 English teacml; a daneing little antiquarten who
had taught Mama “atin, had the sudpcity to accuse me of plagiarising the
short mwlnommdtom:t I wae hurt, & bit angry, and I
respeotludly told Mise Leslic so. 'E;\vidanﬂy Ry denial was oconvinoing,
for she never sedmed to look upon meias a thief and gave me an A for the
semester, The agousation, being fal{;a, was & reflection on her judgment.
But it would have besn a reflection \i?n mine had I been guilty, for that
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short story was 80 bad no one but a moron would have chosen it for f£ilching,

Four poars of latin, four of history, four of English, four
of mathematics, & year of sewing (ugh}), and a year of chemistry mads
up my course. During my senior year the srhool magasine published ny
firat and only published verss. It appesred on the Latin page, of which
I was editor, end wes a rhyme of many etansas depicting the vioiseitudes
of a "pony" rids. I agreed with the latin teachers that riding a pony,
inside of slass or out, was an activity inimical to the maintenance of

tnets moral eqguilibrivm.

During the pummers between high school terms I haunted the
Carnegie library, using almost every dcnveyance from boy's bicysle to
roller skates Smexkwxapmr By often
ssing all the cards in the family I could avoid making the hot two-edle
trip every day. Ifm afrald I read neither wisely ncr well for the most
part. Although I had aceidentally discovered David Copperfield at twelve,
very litile of my summer reading approached it in classic flavor. We
had no 1ibrary at hame for there hsd never deen money for booke other
than Anderecn's and Grimm's Fairy Pales. Although I read all the dialogue
in almest every library novel with a happy ending (I looked at the last
page f4rst), that I remsmber soarcely anything about any of them 18 elo-
quent commentary on their literary valus. But I follownd the rough course
of true love through thousands of pages as I sipped lomonads and alternate-
1y sat, stoed, or reelined on the back porch, depending on the issue being
momentarily ddoided.

Graduation time came with its days of excitement and momente of
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sober gontemplation. Our chureh gave a banquet for Ats swn graduates,
and 1 responded to the toast to the givl graduates with thess sincerely &
felt if not postically promising itaess

If Al of our friends are just 1dke you,

Always 8o helpful, always so trus,
1 inow we'll suscead what ever we do-
If all of cur friends ars just like you,

X

Doring the summer before my entrance into high school, Pspa's
formor snplayer bought o 11itAls sesond dend furniture stare of aff the
Eain street and engaged Pape to run it in the cspacity of partaer-mensger,
Honry was Papa's only assistant axoept the delivery sam. Sincs Page
souldn’t lsave the store sven for lunch, Mama prepaved his lunch as home
and Gane or I roés the strest car down town %o deliver it. Shortly after
sohoo) bogan in Septembar, snlarged quarters were obtained on the main
strest and the business began to take on the appesranse of success, which
it achieved surely and not too elewly. The peternsl draswing acocunt
roskaled properticnately to seventy-five dollare per wesk, twenty-five of
which, howsver, went back as payment en Papa's initdal stook,

And wo 1t game sbout that after seny yesrs of living in scasbody
olse's house we were able to borrow enough momey to build a home of our own.
The site selested was convenlsntly across the streeat from the mmall house
we had rented for six yuars, aud we were thus sble to watch the progrees
of construstion from foundation to roof. Natumally we goncentrated on
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bedrooms and batha, an insufficiency of which had inconvenienced us for

80 long. And we planned a Xxkmxkixkmg large living room, inte which te
thia day, as for as I know, no bed has intruded.

But thers were many times when every bed in the bedrooms and on
the popohes of our large house were full to overfiowing. Our house was
dubbed the Stricker hotel inasmuch as Papa's and Mama's numerocus relations
used its accommodations so often. We didn't mind that, for half the fun
of having lots of room lies in the joy one finds in having a place to
entertain guests, be thay relatives or friends. Even Uncle Herman, the
sams xalwwmax travelling salesman of the Arlington gold brick, was welocmed
often, Rucept for his kisses upon arrival and departure, Uncle Herman was
an jdeal guest. Mama and I &idn't go in for kiemss anyway, and these
Unole Herman bastowed an us were especially txying on our hospitality mince
they wors deliversd ghrough the prickly bristles of & neat but amnoying
moustache,

After her dsath in 1921 and wntil his own in 1923, Uncle Stephen
took Grandma's chair at our tabls, Rice pudding was still served extra
aften, but the intervening years had destroyed his indifference to the
hagards inherent in unpurififed ratinwater. His vacant chair add bed were
taken by patermnal Grandmsa. Thus we were eix as far back as I can rememder
until I bxoke the oircle for good.
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If I hadn't been bound and deteriined to go to collegs, I would
bave stayed at home and learned to cook snd sew. Papa thoughtf those more
fitting occupations for a woman, But he tolerated my intellectual ambi-
tions, and although from one quarter to the otherd he had great difficulty
goraping up the tuition fees, somehow he managed. Finding Harvard and ¥ale
out of the question, my next choice fell on the University of Texas &b
Austin becsuse it was the best known of Texas institutions and had a Phi
Peta Kappa chapter. I had a romantic lenging for dormitory 1ife, dut sinoe
we had an accreditéd universlty in Waco and funds were insuffiocient for
Texas, I stayed at home and went to Baylor. And I em glad, for had I gone
away to college I would have missed Pupa the last eight years of his life
rather than the last five,

I didn't learn much about so-called college life at Baylor, and, as
a day student, I missed most of the extra-curricular aotivities that oon-
tribute so mush toward making Alma Mater a term of nostolgic gonnotatien.
I have not mourned this loss either, for I gained by it axtra time and
energy for concentration on what seems so ms often to be the last consider-
ation of the college man and wuman— the scquisition of kmowledgs.

It was naturel that I should major in English and that teachers who
made the most lasting iwpression on me should be those who introduced me
to #he hitherto practically unknown riches of English literature. Unfar
tunstely for me I was not advised to fulfill more than the minimm require-
mente in composition. GComposition behind me (a B should have warned me),
there was soft spoken young Br. Ceskey for me to argue with over the possi-
bility and rectitude of forgetting as I read the "Hymn to Intellectual Beauty"
that Shellay had deserted hie wife Harriet and driven her to sulcide, This
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This professor had his own marital troubles I learmed later, and although
he disposed of them legally before he acquired hie dary Bodwin, he quite
naturally couldnit damn Shelley with as much enthusiasm as the latter's
ingonstancy inepired in mes, OUther circumstances added to the romantic aura
surrounding Shelley's champion. There were his Yale Ph. D. and his Oxford
residence as Rhodes scholar. There were his sensitive, clear-cut fea-
tures and thoss long, slender cigarette-stained fingers which caressed the
pages of poetry. He read Chaucer's middle English sarefully wut with
relish, for he too had a merry heart and a keen sense of humor, He ap-
proached Eoats as well as Shellay with quiet reverence, and his reading
of the "Ode to a NMightengale™ so parfestly reflected its mvod of eestatic
depression that I am moved yet by the memory,

Browning is the patron saint of most Baylor students, particue
larly those who major in English, You can hardly be in an atmosphere so
permaated with the exposition of his philosophy and so soncermed with the
perpatuaticn of his memory and remain unimpressed. All English majors and
nany others take the Browning course. Here one encounters Dr. Armstrong,
and in whatever state of disarray one may leave the sesne, ho knows that if
gtrong-arm methods had bean necessary to €niish him in the cause, they would
have been forthcoming., Dr. Armatrong is the business scheler, the enthu~-
siastic hewer of wood and drawer of water %o the end that those contemp-
lative schélars who ocome in future years may find the appointmemte for the
study of Browning complete and perfect in every dstail, Thus, by dint of
prodigious energy and consuming purposs, ka Dr. Armetrong has assembled at
Bayloy the most extensive collection of Browninglana 4n the weorld, That



~47-

he has dene this at the expense of his own personal accomplishments in

the realms of pure scolarship it goes without saying. iuch of tho money
for aguisitions has come from profite on his big dusiness of cenduoting -
in person and by proxy - sumwer toure, chi€fly in Europe. His parting gift
to each of his students wan a list of Bromning items still miesing from
the c¢ollection.

professor
Yot despite the fact that I don't remember that this imxmber

ever appeared in class with a prepared lecture, or even delivered hiamself
of anything identifiable as such, he was a highly successful teagher.

On the day $Rxistxiiwn Browning's "Rabbi Ben Esra® dominated the calendar,
Dr. Armstreng 4id asppear with a handful of bits of paper on whish he
seemed t0 have notes. But most of these, wa gathered, wers inscherent
evon to hiwm, for, in a fow minutes he threw them into the waste basket
and began to talk about --I've forgotten what, but I'm rather sure it was
not *fabbi Ben Ewra.® It was not that he wae unfamilier with the text.
Far from it. But his professional excellence lay in his ability to
inspire us with the sdal to learn what Browning had to say for ourselves,
For this one quarter course we were helf acoountable for sm a prodigicus
amount of Browning's wnfortunately self-unsbredged output. But Browning
and Armstrong were & team, and tims spent with tham & rich experience,

- Shakespearsd in a quaster under the whip of this same preo-
fesgorial Simon legree was equally stimulating. Even to gy uninitiated
ears Shakespeare was 4 pams synomomous with the most exalted poatic expression
of man's most vitally lign;tieant urges. Therefors, when in due time the
first quis arrived consistsiliy entirely of a long st of insignificant
characters about whom we were to give pen plotures, I was digillusioned.
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Putting domn my poised pen with undifiguieed disgust, I demanded of

Dr. Armstrong, ®*Is that what we are supposed to learn from Shakespearef™
¥hereupon 1 was dubbed Miss Impudence. But he didn't hold that against
ms and that wasn't all I learned about Shakespeare,

After a year and a half of college I decided to work toward
completion of the four year course in three years and a sumzer. Thad
meant teking extra credit hours and budgeting my time. To satisfy the
requirements for a natural gqience, in my last year I took a course
ooded biology called Freventive Medicine, The instructor had very con-
eise notes and his delivery was exceedingly deliberate and well punstusted.
Those elongated pausss provided me with the necessary time for preparing
oy Freneh lesson. Aftor this peaching had gone on for some time, the
mambers of the class were given a test o determine the condition of their
respeetive nervous gystems. The instructor notifed that one of my eye-
1ids fluttered, and this gave him excuss for a sild reproef, He had
obgarved my surreptitious activity during his lectures, had looked up
ny record in the registrar's offioce, and, although he admitted I was
gotting aleng pretiy well in Browning, Shakespears, Pranch, and his own
course, he advised that I take things easier for my health's sake. I
appreciated hia solieitude bubt ignored his advice, grew thinner, and
graduated as I had planned,

01

I ousat have been about sixteon when I heard my first Grand
Opere, Lucis di lammermoor, as presented by the San Carlo company at the
local Cetton Palace expositien. The spell of that glorious swakening to the
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beauty and lovliiness of this supreme art of the emstions and heart holds

me captive yet. PFashione have dhanged in opera as well as in other forms of art;
and my taste in JA things musicsl have generally widenad and deepened in
proportion to my experience snd understanding. OCurrently, in sophistioated
msic circles, it 4 heresy to mention Italian opera above & very inau-
dible whisper. Of course the German opers is grandsr and Wagner operals
suprems exponent. To the majestic music ivmortaliving the god-msn mone-
stropities of his incomparablo imagination I listen chiefly with my mind
and marvel, detached. But it is my heart which listons to the inexpressibly
sorronful strains of the thewe identifying Is ITraviats, that thems so
exorucliatingly sung by the strings; and I an moved to an irresistible
merging of jdentity with those benighted lovers shose sorrows are no less
sublime for beimg mortal,

I have always loved to sing out of all proportion %0 my pro-
ficiency in the art. And music das beceme for me the most parfeot form
of self expreseion, Nusic invites refreshing confessien and liberating
release of those emotional surges that make cur heaven or hell, but whieh,
whon revaaled through words, suffer the inevitabls stifling refinaments that
those who speak and thoso who listen intrude, In suaic I dare to devlare
the whele truth, proclaim the fullest love, consign human devils to hell,
and laugh wven the gods to scorn.

The volce being the only musical instrument provided by nature,
it followed that I should sing scmehow, scmevhere. Without having had any
vocal training-— & circumstanse which did not distinguish me from almost
all the ohter choir ainsora; I answered the call for choir singers in our
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¢hurch when I wae seventeen, If there 18 any ome place in a church where

you come to know people as they really are, it is in the choir loft, par-
ticularly where the meumbers are volunteer. For this reason the choir has
been called "the powder house of the church? From observatienm I ean voush for
its powderelike proclivitdes. No Metropelitan prima domna is more tempere
amental thar somc gospal dingers I have known. One often gweet fpprano

in that first choir later ancoked us all. 3ut for muny years bafore, the
exbausting ritual of ilother's Day always reeched its tearful climax with

this singer 's moist rendition of UTell Mothsr I'il be Therg," Enowing
nething against hap mether, i have dJdoubde of the ultimate meobting,

Waoo, Texan, was far from the oenters of oreative activity,
but thanks to Baylor and to Dr. Ametreng in particular, we ametimes
had the opportunity to mes and hear celebrities in the apts. I recall
Carl Eandburg, Bdger Lee Mesters, and some lesser figures. T can still
soe Sandburg leaking very awimard and anachronistic am he sirultanasously
plusked the stéings of a gultar and ghanted hig poetry. The resuit
wasn't very happy, I thought. I heapd Edgar Lee Masters with rrajudiced
earg, for I had delved into his Spoon Rge‘gknthdggg_nﬁ_m_gfﬁmm
and found them fout. T even wrote an intenpsrate eessy entitled ™he Mpd
in Sposn River.w

Gratitude for hie part in leading me to poetry, I suppose, led
me as lats as college to bristle with adolescent indignatien at remarks
belitiling longfellow because of his didactioien. I even penned aome
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frightfully bed versss in his defense, verses loog since consigned te
fixms. Bat aven new, having sequired e wicher perssption of postic
velung and Leng #inee baving gradusted fyom longfellow, I tvessure
thems lines, from Lvangsline

Talk net of wasted afvacticn, affeosion newr was wmasted)

IL it onrich not the Beayt of anobder, 18 woters, retwning

Busk 0 Whadr spwings, like the waln, shall FL1X then full
of refreshuant)



